This year’s local meeting at Finzean Old School about
management to conserve capercaillie in Birse parish.

Forest of Birse
Commonty

BCT works together with Ballogie, Birse and
Finzean Estates on a number of land management
topics. An example of this is the very positive local
cooperation to try and conserve the parish’s
populations of capercaillie and black grouse.

This area of expanding native pinewood in Birse parish includes areas managed
by Finzean Estate, Ballogie Estate and BCT respectively.

small area (1 ha.) of non-native conifers was planted on the Commonty in 1964.
The trees are very spindly because they have never been thinned before and the
operation will be difficult because the trees are on a steep slope. The location is
also very exposed and the trees left after the thinning may snap or blow over. If

this happens, BCT will clear the remaining conifers and allow the site to

BCT and Ballogie, Birse and Finzean Estates each
manage extensive and expanding areas of native pine
woodland that are good for caper and black grouse
and which can be made more suitable habitat by
appropriate management. In November, BCT and
the Estates held their annual meeting to discuss this.
Representatives of three public agencies and the
RSPB also attend these meetings to share
information about the caper and black grouse
populations and how local management could be
further improved to support them.

In the coming weeks, BCT plans to thin the trees on
the south side of Forest of Birse road just before the
road reaches the Forest of Birse Kirk car park. This

7.0
897

o magey 52- R

B = Fotarch &, 4 1

Idyleiper % R, 5 ‘1
Q\Aa'ywell Slidderybrae! R |

Balfour :
Glen Tanar { Baif > Balloge '/,-\y S, f‘i
\Brown Hil % f/;’Shannel | x"“'l {

e Bogleshlal/ M\df.ratn < \Gouinacraig| s o ‘[

i1 ot N |

: 7 3orsedamar il “ |

,Bainaharg » |

& Finzean Senosi "ﬁliygarmond
Craig Lash

= K\Cresxgancmmmue
Glencal -
smpd  Carnferg o f
/”'[(v A

: Bogh
: Finzean Church s ‘
inz urcf
L Whlles o»e'f
Braekens:aka Y
Hilof AT 5 8 F mzeam»/
Ducherys Wi Ly Powiairs.
'.-.- \{/ Wester Clune .,‘
o - Bal!ocm ares: /]
: Prmns”

Glen Dye |
1}

Parish Boundary |
Public Roads
150 - 300m
300 - 450m

regenerate naturally.

Finzean Community
Woods: There was a
good turn out for BCT’s
bat and moth night in
the Woods in July. This
event, other surveys
and recording by local
residents have shown
that the Woods support
a rich diversity of
wildlife, including a
number of rare species.

Birse Parish covers over 125 sq.kms. (50 sq.mls.) of Mid Deeside.
The four main parts of the parish are the three local communities of
Finzean, Ballogie and Birse and the largely uninhabited Forest of Birse.
The total population is nearly 750 in around 280 households, with half of
the parish’s population and households in Finzean.

BCT is directly involved in managing twelve sites in Birse parish on
behalf of the community. The sites are marked on the map and the legal
basis of BCT's involvement in each is listed below.

1 Forest of Birse Commonty, ancient rights (> 3,750 ha.)
The Bucket Mill, ownership

Finzean Sawmill, ownership

Finzean Community Woods, long term lease (15 ha)
Finzean School Wood, long term lease (< 1 ha)
Finzean Old School, ownership

Corsedarder, long term lease (< 1 ha)

Slewdrum Forest, ownership (168 ha.)

Ballogie Soutar’s Shop, ownership (building only)
Balfour Wood, long term agreement (241 ha)

Birse Community Hall, ownership

Birse Kirk, ownership
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